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- Introduction 


aoe advantages of Vertical Penmanship over the 
_ old slanting style, briefly stated, are as follows: 
I. Legibility. Good vertical writing is almost 
as legible as print. 


2. Ease of Acquisition. It is easy to teach . 


and easy to learn, as the letters are simple and the 
pupil will instinctively assume the correct position. 
3. Economy. Vertical writing saves time, labor, 
and materials, because it can be more quickly written, 
because it does not tire the hand, back, or eyes, and 


because it requires less space, therefore less paper 
and ink. 

4. Hygiene. It obviates the dangers of curva- 
ture of the spine and defective sight, which medical 
authorities state are so often the evil results of the 
_old method. 

Merrill’s Vertical Penmanship has been prepared 
after long and careful investigation and study on the 
part of the editors and publishers, with the purpose 
of making a series of copy books which should pos- 
sess in the highest degree the advantages above 
enumerated. : 

The distinguishing feature of Merrill’s Vertical 


Penmanship is its extreme simplicity. The writing 
staff is divided into only three spaces, and all letters, 
both small and capital, are brought within these three 
spaces. The advantages of this must be apparent to 
all. It makes the system easier to teach, it follows 
more closely the proportions of ordinary type, and 
produces a style of penmanship having more char- 
acter and dignity than any other scale. 

Every single letter form has been carefully con- 
sidered, so that it might combine the qualities of 
grace, legibility, and ease of execution. 


After much deliberation, the proportion of 3 in 
width to 4 in height has been adopted as the basis 
of capitals and small letters, and the initial and ter- 
minal strokes are made to extend one-half space ver- 
tically and horizontally—a unique feature greatly 


simplifying the letters. The 3x4 proportion pro- 


duces a letter of great beauty, grace, and perfect 
legibility, and, as compared with the 4x4 letter, 
shows an economy of space amounting to 3344. 
This proportion has been adhered to throughout, 
except in the case of the capitals H, M, N, U, and 
Y, where it was found that a more graceful letter 
was secured by the 4x4 proportion. 


Suggestion to the Teacher — 3 


See that the pupil sits directly fronting the desk, with 
the forearms resting lightly on it in an easy attitude. 
The book should be in front of the body, in such a posi- 
tion that its lower edge is parallel to the edge of the desk. 
The penholder should be held naturally and easily be- 
tween the thumb and two fingers. Let the. book be 
pushed up as the writing descends, so that the hand is 
always at about the same distance from the edge of the 


desk. See that the pupil writes deliberately and. care- 
fully, and, if a beginner, constantly remind him to take 
pains that the down strokes in such letters as z, u, m, ¢, f, 


and g are vertical and parallel. One of the great advan- . 


tages of vertical writing is that a child is able to write in 
an entirely natural, unconstrained position. Bear this in 
mind, and be careful that the pupils do not attempt to 
write in the cramped position usual in slant writing. 


Copyright, 1895, by Maynard, Merrill, & Co. 
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